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The printing process of this 
prospectus has taken environmental 
sustainability into account 
and the Cocoon paper used is 
ecologically sound recycled paper. 
ihs is an environmentally friendly 
organization and promotes 
sustainable urban development. 
Join us to be more environmentally 
conscious.
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   welcome from the director
Having accumulated in-depth knowledge in the field 
of urban management for more than 50 years, ihs has 
grown to be a leading knowledge centre providing effec-
tive and innovative solutions to urban problems world-
wide. Today, as a centre of excellence in the field of urban 
management and development of the Erasmus University, 
ihs offers high quality educational programmes, special-
ized post-graduate training, applied research projects, as 
well as advisory services around the globe.

ihs believes in partnership and joint efforts. Together 
with our partner universities and institutes worldwide, 
and especially with over 7,500 ihs alumni from more than 
140 nations, we have built a strong international network 
of urban professionals. We are proud of our alumni and 
encouraged by their achievements. Their contribution 
to the ihs network provides us with fresh concepts and 
dynamic perspectives to face today’s urban challenges.

Coming from many different countries, our staff, 
students and alumni share one common goal: a better 
urban future for all! With such a firm goal in mind, we will 
continue to develop human and institutional capacities in 
order to reduce poverty and improve the quality of life in 
cities. 

It would be my pleasure to see you joining the ihs 
global network and benefiting from our educational 
programmes, research projects and advisory serv-
ices. I look forward to personally welcoming you to ihs 
Rotterdam!

Kees van Rooijen
ihs Director
Rotterdam, the Netherlands
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ihs
making cities work
Founded in 1958 during the 
post-war reconstruction of 
Rotterdam, ihs was established 
to communicate to govern-
ments in the developing world 
the knowledge concerning 
housing and urban planning that 
was acquired in Rotterdam. 
During these 50 years ihs has 
developed into a leading inter-
national knowledge centre that 
makes cities work.

 ihs, erasmus university 
 rotterdam
Today ihs is utilizing its experience in applied knowl-
edge on housing and urban development. We help 
individuals, organizations and cities to find suitable 
approaches to housing and sustainable urban develop-
ment and management issues, and in this way enable 
cities throughout the world to plan their own futures. 

ihs is the international institute of urban manage-
ment of the Erasmus University Rotterdam (eur) and 
is situated at the university campus. Founded in 1913, 
the eur has an academic reputation worldwide and is 
consistently ranked among the world’s leading univer-
sities by the Times Higher Education Supplement and 
other similar bodies.  
The academic focus of the eur is on economics, man-
agement, organization and policy in the public and 
private sectors, as well as on health care. Its research 
programmes include applied economics, financial 
management, psychological science, as well as urban 
management and development. 

ihs collaborates closely with the Erasmus School  
of Economics and the Faculty of Social Sciences.  
The Erasmus School of Economics includes Inter-
national Economics and Regional, Transport and 
Port Economics. The latter has an extensive research 
programme on European Urban Management.  
The Faculty of Social Sciences provides research and 
education in public administration, environmental  
science, political science, sociology and psychology.  
It encompasses relevant research programmes on 
urban sociology, management of industrial ecol-
ogy, water and transport. The eur has alliances with 
other leading universities, including the University of 
Cambridge and Harvard University.

More than 7,500 urban 
professionals from over 
140 different nations have 
attended ihs courses.
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ihs is the international institute of urban management of Erasmus University Rotterdam
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contact
ihs 
P.O. Box 1935
3000 bx Rotterdam
the Netherlands

visiting address
Burgemeester Oudlaan 50
T-building - 14th floor
Woudestein Campus
Erasmus University
3062 pa Rotterdam
the Netherlands
p 0031 10 408 9825
f 0031 10 408 9826
e ihs@ihs.nl
 admission@ihs.nl
 
 www.ihs.nl

 education
Current urbanization trends indicate that urban profes-
sionals who make cities work are in demand.
The ihs curriculum ranges from short courses to 
master’s and PhD programmes. Since 1958, more than 
7,500 urban professionals from over 140 different 
nations have attended ihs courses. The professional 
success of the ihs alumni clearly indicates that ihs 
courses prepare our participants for excellent careers 
both in the private and public sectors. 

All ihs courses are taught in English. The programmes 
distinguish themselves by their international and 
informal atmosphere. Courses bring together partici-
pants from all over the world, many of whom already 
have a wealth of experience. This stimulates the 
development of interpersonal and cross-cultural skills 
that can enhance the participants’ rates of success in 
the job market.

 advisory services
Our advisory services include solid technical assistance 
with a concern for institutional capacity. We mobilize 
extensive and practical international experience and 
cross-country comparisons analyzing successes and 
failures in the housing and urban sector. Our policy 
and practical advice, covering both conventional and 
innovative solutions, pays attention to the capacity 
realities and requirements to really make a difference 
in cities. Our clients include national and city govern-
ments, the World Bank, United Nations, un-habitat, 
the Asian Development Bank, the European Union, 
and others.

 research
ihs conducts research to support sound policy deci-
sions. The research and PhD programmes of ihs and 
Erasmus University Rotterdam focus on housing and 
urban development. Its practical orientation, com-
bined with an academic attention to detail, results 
in research with clear applications, well rooted in 
current theory. The PhD programme focuses on urban 
management and development in developing coun-
tries and countries in transition. Themes include urban 
public policy and planning, urban management and 
governance, urban economics and finance, housing 
and real estate management, urban social studies as 
well as environmental and infrastructure management 
of urban areas. Participation in the PhD programme is 
by invitation only.

The Master of Science 
programmes at ihs  
are officially accred-
ited as academic Master 
programmes by the 
Netherlands Flemish 
Accreditation Organization 
(nvao). They meet the 
stringent quality criteria  
of the Government of  
the Netherlands. The pro-
grammes are registered at 
the Dutch Central Register of 
Higher Education (croho).
ihs education programmes 
and courses adhere to the 
Code of Conduct for inter-
national students in the 
Netherlands.  
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 training partners
Erasmus School of Economics (ese)
Rotterdam School of Management (rsm)
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
the Netherlands
 www.eur.nl

Institute for Social Studies (iss)
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
the Netherlands
 www.iss.nl

Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (lilp),  
usa 
 www.lincolninst.edu

Housing Development and Management 
(hdm), Lund University, Sweden
 www.hdm.lth.se

Rebel Group Advisory (Rebel), 
the Netherlands
 www.rebelgroup.com

Gadjah Mada University (ugm), Indonesia
 www.ugm.ac.id/eng
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‘What I call ‘ihs experience’ is:  
knowledge, friendship and networking. 
The perfect combination for success 
and for shaping the future!’

Luciana Ezequiel Freitas – Brazil
Master student (2011-2012)
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The ihs master programmes 
are officially accredited as 
academic master programmes 
by the Netherlands Flemish 
Accreditation Organization 
(nvao). These high academic 
quality programmes link urban 
theories to practice and enable 
participants to become innova-
tive urban professionals.

Liu Junrong Oldport, Xiamen, China

ihs - master 
programmes
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Liu Junrong Oldport, Xiamen, China
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partners  Erasmus School of Economics /
  Social Science Faculty, 
  Erasmus University Rotterdam /
  Department of Housing Development  
  and Management (hdm),  
  Lund University, Sweden /
  Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (lilp),   
  usa
duration  12 months
dates  2 Oct 2013 – 26 Sep 2014

Through its comprehensive approach, the master 
programme examines the economic, social, physical, 
managerial and political aspects of urban manage-
ment and development. It combines lectures with case 
studies, working groups, best practices, discussions, 
field visits and fieldwork.

The intensive 12-month master programme includes 
a core period, which offers in-depth insight into urban 
problems, policies and trends around the world; a 
specialization period during which participants can 
focus on a particular aspect of urban management and 
development, and culminates in participants writing a 
thesis on a topic of their choice.

The six specializations offered in this programme 
include: (next page)

For more information on the programme and its six 
specializations, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/umd

MSc - urban management and development 
(umd)

This master programme provides a unique opportunity 
for professionals and excellent bachelor graduates to 
invest in their future. It will enable you to become an 
innovative urban manager, a leader who analyzes and 
develops cities based on a thorough understanding of 
urban theory and practice.

 The practical focus and worldwide experience of 
ihs is combined with the urban research of Erasmus 
University Rotterdam and Lund University of Sweden. 
The Lincoln Institute of Land Policy adds (Latin-) 
American research and experience. The experiences of 
Dutch and other European cities are also incorporated 
into the programme’s study of urban processes. 
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specialization
managing and financing 
urban infrastructure 
(mfui)
This specialization aims to provide 
participants with a comprehensive 
understanding of urban infrastructure 
management and its financial aspects.
It provides hands-on knowledge and 
expertise on how local governments 
can most efficiently provide, manage, 
finance and implement urban infra-
structure projects, with a particular 
focus on urban energy, transport,  
and water and sanitation.

specialization
integrated planning and 
strategies (ips)
This specialization enables participants 
to discuss and describe modern urban 
planning and strategy development 
concepts. Additionally, participants 
learn to apply tools related to design-
ing, developing, communicating and 
implementing visions, strategies and 
projects that integrate social, environ-
mental, economic, spatial, financial 
and institutional components of urban 
plans. The specialization makes strong 
use of a case-based approach to ensure 
maximum learning from both theory 
and its application in practice.

specialization
urban housing and  
livelihoods (uhl)
This specialization enables partici-
pants to link housing issues with the 
livelihoods strategies of the urban 
poor. It analyzes livelihood assets in 
view of their vulnerability and insti-
tutional context. The specialization 
reviews the current trends and para-
digms in housing and social policies. 
It includes in-depth understanding of 
housing policies targeting the urban 
poor such as informal settlement 
upgrading, as well as approaches to 
implement these policies based on
participation and empowerment in 
relation to the livelihood assets and 
strategies of the urban poor.

specialization
urban land  
development (uld)
This specialization aims at under-
standing concepts and issues behind 
instruments of land development par-
ticularly those that have a powerful 
impact on shaping cities. It includes 
the identification of economic, social 
and legal aspects behind such instru-
ments, an analysis of how these shape 
implementation and innovation in 
various countries, and a discussion 
of the implications for land and real 
estate markets.

specialization
urban environmental 
management and  
climate change (uecc)
This specialization aims at under-
standing the complex environmental 
challenges facing cities in both high 
and low-income countries and what 
are the strategies, methods and tools 
that can enhance urban sustain-
ability, reduce urban risks to climate 
change and drive low carbon urban 
development. It includes concepts of 
urban environmental policy making, 
environmental management systems, 
environmental economics and govern-
ance and (participatory) approaches 
for local environmental and climate 
change planning.

specialization
urban competitiveness 
and resilience (ucr)
This specialization enables partici-
pants to analyze the competitiveness 
and resilience of cities. It is important 
to understand the extent to which 
cities compete with each other, where 
this competition comes from, and 
what urban factors determine a city’s 
economic pull. Taking the competitive-
ness concept a step further, under-
standing urban resilience challenges 
allows participants not only to think 
about the wealth generation of our 
cities, but also about ensuring the 
well-being of all citizens, enabling 
sustainable economic development, 
and how to manage economic shocks 
and decline. All of which need to be 
incorporated into urban strategies.
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partner Rotterdam School of Management (rsm),  
  Erasmus University Rotterdam
duration 12 months
dates 7 Jan 2013 – 20 Dec 2013 
  6 Jan 2014 – 19 Dec 2014

The lectures will be delivered by leading academics 
from RSM and IHS, as well as outstanding profes-
sionals from various companies. The course applies 
lessons learned from the public and private sector. 
Participants will be challenged to combine these for 
effective and efficient financial management.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/mfm

MSc - in financial management: urban  
infrastructure finance (mfm)

This new master programme is jointly organized by 
the Rotterdam School of Management and IHS.  
The programme is tailor-made for those responsible 
for or interested in public infrastructure finance, 
working for governments, banks, developers, public 
private partnership vehicles or consultancy firms. 

Through this master programme participants will 
obtain a comprehensive understanding of urban  
infrastructure finance within the context of decentra-
lized public finance and public private partnerships. 
They will be able to manage capital finance and expen-
diture management of complex urban infrastructure 
programmes. Participants will undertake six modules 
in order to obtain the Master of Science degree in 
Financial Management.
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‘By endowing students with problem 
solving techniques and practical skills, 
ihs is a pioneer in effective training for 
tackling urban challenges worldwide.’

Dani Harake – Lebanon
Master student (2011-2012)
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‘ihs lectures have helped me with their 
expertise to find solutions to make my 
city work better.’

Eko Rahmadian - Indonesia
Master student (2011-2012)
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partner  Gadjah Mada University (ugm), Indonesia
duration  24 months
dates  3 Sep 2013 – 25 Sep 2014

Designed for urban planners from Indonesian central, 
regional and local governments, as well as planners in 
the private sector of Indonesia, this programme will 
enable participants to become innovative planners, 
technically capable of formulating planning docu-
ments in a multidisciplinary process and substantially 
capable of managing and implementing plans within 
the context of specific social, environmental and 
political settings. The first year of the course focu-
ses on the Indonesian context. The second year is 
spent at ihs joining the Master programme in Urban 
Management and Development.

The programme combines classroom lectures, with 
group exercises, individual exercises, discussions,  
field visits in Indonesia and the Netherlands, studios 
and an individual thesis. The series of studio courses 
are intended to provide practical experience in deve-
lopment planning, with a case study of spatial plan-
ning at the local level in an urban or regional context.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/dd

MSc - double degree: urban and regional 
planning and management in Indonesia (dd)

The programme combines one year in Yogyakarta 
studying urban and regional planning in Indonesia 
with one year studying urban management and deve-
lopment in the Netherlands. It offers two accredited 
master diplomas within a two year span, namely 
Master of Engineering in Urban and Regional Planning, 
from Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia and Master  
of Science in Urban Management and Development 
from ihs, the Netherlands.

‘ihs stands for creativity, 
passion and action!’
Filipa Pajevic - Serbia
ihs alumna (MSc umd, 2010-2011)
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ihs - post 
graduate 
diploma 
courses

ihs has more than 50 years of 
experience in providing post 
graduate diploma courses 
tailored to the needs of mid-
career professionals. Following 
a short course is a flexible way 
to increase your own or your 
staff’s knowledge and skills 
while temporarily residing in the 
Netherlands. 

These courses deal with very 
specific topics evolved from 
the knowledge and experience 
developed through our research 
and advisory work. The courses 
are intensive and compact by 
nature. They are also interactive 
and require the active contribu-
tion from both participants and 
lecturers.

Andrea Fitrianto Wat Saket, Bangkok, Thailand

ih
s 

- 
co

u
r

se
 p

r
o

sp
ec

tu
s 

  1
6



ihs - post 
graduate 
diploma 
courses

Andrea Fitrianto Wat Saket, Bangkok, Thailand
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partner Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (lilp),   
  usa
duration 3 months
dates 16 Jan - 12 April 2013

international course on housing and urban 
development (ichud)

Designed for urban professionals with at least 3 
years of working or researching experience, this 
course offers the opportunity to join part of the 
specialization period of the MSc programme in Urban 
Management and Development, and in addition 
provide the opportunity to tailor the study programme 
to your own needs and interest by choosing your own 
specialization courses.

Applicants can select two out of the following six 
specializations: Managing and Financing Urban 
Infrastructure, Integrated Planning and Strategies, 
Urban Housing and Livelihoods, Urban Land 
Development, Urban Environmental Management 
and Climate Change and Urban Competitiveness and 
Resilience.

The courses of the master programme guarantee the 
academic depth of the study, while at the same time 
complementary activities of more practical focus 
are built in the programme to link the learning to the 
participants’ own work environment. The course has a 
practical orientation, combining field experience with 
conceptual frameworks and methodologies. Lecturers 
will introduce key topics, which will be reinforced by 
readers, case studies, group discussions, assignments 
and exercises designed to draw on the accumulated 
expertise of the students.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/ichud
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partner Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (lilp),   
  usa
duration 1 month
dates 1 Jul – 26 Jul 2013

land management and informal settlement 
regularization (lmisr)

Existing informal settlements need to be regularized 
and upgraded and their growth urgently needs to be 
decompressed, therefore an adequate land manage-
ment scheme is required. This should create tools and 
strategies that enhance and scale up the supply of 
adequate serviced land that is accessible for all, parti-
cularly for the poor. Land management is the basis for 
creating a viable alternative to households that have 
little choice but to resort to slums. As housing cannot 
be isolated from land, a sound housing policy needs to 
begin with a sound preventive land policy.

A joint programme of ihs and the Lincoln Institute of 
Land Policy (usa), this course is designed specifically 
for those involved with land and housing policies, and 
those facing the challenges of providing shelter for the 
poor in cities in developing countries and countries in 
transition. This course responds to the un Millennium 
Development Goal 7 Target 11, which advocates 
improved living conditions for 100 million slum dwel-
lers up to the year 2020.

The course will enable participants to understand the 
underlying causes of informal occupation of land and 
slum formation, to acquire knowledge and skills to 
develop upgrading strategies to improve slums, and 
to formulate policies that create options to prevent 
new slum formation. The course is intensive in nature 
and innovative, demanding a proactive attitude from 
participants. Participants are engaged in a number 
of specially designed learning environments that 
comprise of lectures, practical exercises, case study 
analysis, role-playing games, video films discussions 
and controversial policy debates. The course draws 
from lessons learned through international experience 
and stimulates creative thinking as participants are 
exposed to contexts from a wide variety of countries.

For more detailed information, please visit:
 
r www.ihs.nl/lmisr
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partner un-habitat
duration 3 weeks
dates 10-28 June 2013

Cities are increasingly expected to undertake concrete 
actions to adapt to sea level rise, floods, droughts 
and other natural disasters exacerbated by climate 
change and climate variability. The impact of climate 
change differs for rural and urban areas, coastal cities, 
mountain cities and low-latitude cities. What concrete 
activities should cities undertake? What kind of tools 
can urban managers and municipality officials use in 
order to conduct local climate change action plans? 
This course offers the opportunity to national and 
urban policy makers, planners and environmentalists 
to use management tools when prioritizing local 
climate change actions and conducting local climate 
change action plans.

Jointly run with un-habitat, this course introduces 
climate change as an integral part of sustainability, 
its impact and main strategies for mitigation and 
adaptation.

urban management tools for climate change 
(umtcc) 

The course will be a blend of lectures, expert’s semi-
nars, participants’ presentations, group exercises and 
excursions/field visits. Participants will be engaged 
mainly in group work where they are going to use 
different excel based tools for vulnerability mapping, 
ghg emissions inventory, climate change prioritization 
and an online data base of climate technologies and 
actions (the Climate tech wiki). 

By the end of the course, participants will be able to 
prepare local climate change action plans, addres-
sing the global challenges but focusing on local needs 
as well. The course aims to provide knowledge and 
skills on the theory and practice of specific tools that 
urban managers need to apply in order to conduct local 
climate change action plans.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/umtcc

‘There could not have been a 
better place to be educated 
than ihs, a world-class 
academic community.’
Osunsina Oluyinka Oloyede - Nigeria
1 month post-graduate diploma course 
student (umtcc, 2012)

ih
s 

- 
co

u
r

se
 p

r
o

sp
ec

tu
s 

  2
0



‘The inspirational and multicultural 
environment of ihs offered me 
fresh knowledge on burning urban 
challenges.’

Jean-Marc Mirailles - France
Master student (2011-2012)
Project engineer/manager
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duration 3 months
dates 2 Oct – 20 Dec 2013

urban management, development and theory 
(umdt) 

The course is designed for mid-career urban profes-
sionals with an interest in the latest urban theory and 
urban management theory. The course explains urban 
transformation drawn from different theoretical ang-
les, i.e. economic, social, environmental and spatial, 
and links these to the latest management theories, 
including theories on policies, plans and governance 
structures. It offers the knowledge to analyze urban 
development and to manage the cities of the future.

The course can be followed as a short course or as part 
of the Master of Science in Urban Management and 
Development. In the latter case, there is the pos-
sibility of following the masters over three years if a 
participant so desires. The first year consists of the 
first two courses of the core period of the masters, 
which is the equivalent to the UMDT short course. 
The second year comprises three more courses, which 
allows participants to specialize over four months; and 
the third year consists of research methods and thesis 
work. The last year can be followed fully from home 
and supervised at a distance. Hence, participants can 
obtain a fully-accredited master’s by being away for 
only six months spread over two years.
By the end of the course, participants know and 
understand the latest theories on urban management 
and development. They will be able to critically evalu-
ate these theories and assess their relevance to local 
conditions. With this theoretical underpinning parti-
cipants are able to analyze urban policies, promote a 
multi-stakeholder approach, analyze governance and 
planning structures, integrate all theories through 
focusing on their physical impact on city formation, 
and develop neighbourhood action plans.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/umdt

‘At ihs, I had the chance to 
learn about the needs of 
other cultures and face the 
current city issues here in 
Rotterdam.’
Adriaan Hartkoorn - the Netherlands
ihs alumnus (umc, 1997- 1998)
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duration 3 weeks
dates 27 May – 14 June 2013

Many social housing projects do not reach low to 
middle income households because they are unaf-
fordable or the design and location is inappropriate. 
The development phase, where social housing policies 
are translated into actions, is crucial for ensuring that 
social housing reaches the intended beneficiaries. 
The course draws on the long-term experiences and 
experiments of social housing in the Netherlands and 
of other international best practices. It focuses on the 
crucial elements that make social housing projects 
work, thereby providing an affordable formal hou-
sing solution. The course will be a blend of lectures, 
expert’s seminars, excursions/field visits, workshops, 
exercises, and presentations of international (best) 
practices and group discussions. 

The state-of-the-art in knowledge and experience of 
social housing in the Netherlands is presented through 
a case study analysis of a Dutch social housing project, 
which provides the foundations for introducing all the 
complex aspects and actors involved in social housing 
management and development. A series of workshops 
supports the skill development of participants to 
formulate their own plan of action for the develop-
ment of a social housing project in their own coun-
try. This also encompasses issues of urban renewal, 
energy efficiency and sustainable building as well as 
Greenfield development. 

At the end of the course, participants will be able to 
successfully develop a social housing project proposal 
defining designs and plans, financial instruments, 
management structure and the institutional set-up 
necessary to make social housing projects work. 

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/dshp

developing social housing projects (dshp)
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duration 3 weeks
dates 17 Jun – 5 Jul 2013

Governments worldwide face the challenge to provide 
urban infrastructure and services in the appropriate 
quantity and quality. Governments are increasingly 
under pressure to perform with limited resources. 
The poor often suffer the most from limited access 
to services. Knowing how to leverage know how and 
finance for investment in infrastructure and services 
is essential. The trend, in recent years, has been for 
governments to work in partnership with the private 
sector to tap its potential and to increase funding 
from private sources. However, the process of prepa-
ring and putting projects out to bid is a lengthy and 
complicated process; the process of working together 
over the longer term is not an easy task. In fact, the 
knowledge and skills within government bodies to 
prepare bankable ppp projects that are sustainable 
over the longer term are often missing.

An important aspect of partnership projects is good 
project preparation; this ensures that value for money 
is created, risk is shared and problems in implementa-
tion are avoided. Well prepared projects help to avoid 
failures on the part of the private sectors to deliver. 
The process of structuring a healthy transaction can 
be challenging; governments and ppp professionals 
in countries have been working to develop the tools 
needed to ensure that the preparation (and implemen-
tation) process run smoothly.

The course has a practical focus and it will deal with 
the key aspects of and issues faced in public private 
partnerships, it will include three days of field visits 
to best practices in the Netherlands, and a program-
med exercise that will take them through the process 
of putting together bankable ppp projects. The course 
will be case based, meaning that participants will 
analyze and discuss a diverse series of cases, from 
countries in the developing and developed world, and 
will derive lessons from these that will bring value to 
ppp interventions in their own countries. 

This course is for policy makers and public professio-
nals dealing with public private partnerships for infra-
structure from developing and transitional economies. 
Private sector professionals and academicians will 
also benefit from taking part in the course and inter-
acting in a multi-disciplinary and international setting.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/pbppp

preparing bankable public private partnership 
projects (pbp3)
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‘ihs gave me the words to express my 
inner dreams and aspirations’

Thomas Varghese - India
Master student (2011-2012)
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partner Institute for Social Studies (iss),
  Erasmus University Rotterdam
duration 3 weeks
dates 3– 26 Apr 2013

Regions and localities are faced with two major 
trends in opposite directions: internationalisation and 
decentralisation. Internationalisation exacerbates the 
interactions between the global and the local levels.  
It includes only those actors that participate in 
networks in which competitiveness drives constant 
transformations and restructuring. Decentralization 
is a means to cope with complexity and a reaction 
to growing demands for greater responsiveness and 
sustainability by citizens, clients and consumers. 
The two trends have changed the ways in which the 
multiple stakeholders relate to each other in the local 
and regional economy. Competition and cooperation 
are blended in the links between firms and state and 
non-state actors.

The central concern for the governance of sustain-
able local economic development is to create syn-
ergies between the policies and interventions of 
business, state and non-state or civic actors. These 
come together around specific opportunities for local 
economic development for small and medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs).

local economic development: policies for SMEs 
development (led) 

The focus of this course is on creating and managing 
multi-stakeholder processes that take place in the 
local and regional urban economy. 
By the end of the programme participants will have 
increased knowledge about SMEs and their role in the 
local economy. Participants will also be able to analyze 
the local economy and value chains in which local 
enterprise agglomerations and clusters are inserted 
and analyze policies and develop instruments that 
support local businesses.

The course is designed for government officials 
(municipal, provincial or national), representatives of 
private sector organizations and employees of NGOs 
that are dealing or will deal with SME development 
and/or local economic development policies.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/led
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duration 3 weeks
dates 14 Oct – 1 Nov 2013

green cities for eco-efficiency 
(eco)

Half of the world’s population now lives in built-up 
areas, with 60 million people being added every year. 
Worldwide cities witness a residential and industrial 
boom that lead to increased emissions of air pollu-
tants, higher levels of waste, lack of vegetation, the 
loss of biodiversity and other negative effects that 
threaten their environmental sustainability. In this 
context cities are responding with arrays of options 
or levers at their disposal when it comes to the task 
of improving their overall environmental performance 
and eco-efficiency. 

The course will look at these concrete local solutions 
and policies such as including green concepts from the 
beginning of the planning and management process, 
putting green space on an equal footing with buildings 
and infrastructure, achieving better energy reduction, 
increase water-sensitiveness and water conserva-
tion, design sustainable transportation, wastewater 
treatment, drainage, solid waste and urban agriculture 
(vertical farms) facilities as well as applying green 
financing and economic concepts and approaches. 

The course is designed for local and national elec-
ted representatives, policymakers, city community 
leaders such as mayors and councilors, high officials 
in central government, NGOs and private sector, urban 
planners and professionals involved in improving the 
urban environment and wellbeing of citizens.

The course offers an in-depth understanding of the 
latest thinking on green city concept, elements and 
tools. It will prepare participants to critically analyze 
and measure the environmental performance of a city. 
By the end of the course, participants will have the 
acquired the knowledge and experience to develop 
successful projects and policies that will make cities 
greener.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/eco
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duration 10 weeks / 3 modules
dates 1 Oct – 29 Nov 2013

distance learning course 
e-learning course on innovations in financing 
cities (elifc)

The course will provide participants with the latest 
innovations in financing large urban public projects. 
It will be an instructor-led e-learning course that 
the participants can complete without the need to 
leave one’s home or take time off work. It will include 
modules on land value capture, public-private partner-
ships, accessing capital markets and remittances. It is 
designed for advisors to mayors, staff members from 
finance, economic development, or infrastructure 
departments, urban consultants and academics with 
interest in the subject. Participants will be expected 
to devote about 10-12 hours each week on average 
to complete their readings and to interact with the 
instructor and other participants. The course has  
been designed to include a number of interactive  
activities such as online discussion forums, wikis etc.  
This allows peer-learning among the participants from 
around the world. The goal is to expose participants to 
some possible ways of financing large urban projects 
and to provide them with the underlying principles of 
each financing innovation so that they can tailor them 
to match the needs of their own cities. 

The training methodology of this distance learning 
course is not only about the dissemination of learning 
practices and principles. It also allows interaction 
among participants which leads to the development of 
further innovations by mixing and matching compo-
nents of the documented innovations. The idea is 
to also develop capacity for innovative thinking to 
address problems that are more context sensitive 
rather than pick off-the-shelf solutions for urban 
finance. 

Participants can opt for the 10-weeks complete course 
or for one of the three modules available in Land Value 
Capture, Public Private Partnerships and Access to 
Capital Markets.

For more detailed information, please visit:

r www.ihs.nl/elifc

‘Studying at ihs has helped me to develop many 
new perspectives for looking at an issue, and I 
feel the difference in my way of thinking about 
solutions.’
Somesh Sharma - India
Master student (2011-2012)
Consultant
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ihs - application & admission

 admission requirements
master programmes and post graduate 
diploma course requirements

In order to participate in one of the Master  
programmes or a short course, you are required:
r To have at least a bachelor’s degree from a 

recognised university or similar institute in a field 
related to the chosen course.

r To show evidence of a sufficient oral and written 
command of the English language. If English is not 
your mother tongue, an English language test is 
required.

r Working experience in relevant fields is preferred. 
r To have the ability to interact and work 

with people from very diverse cultures and 
backgrounds. 

 english language test
We accept certificates from toefl or ielts as official 
language tests. 

toefl - test of english as a foreign 
language
Score: 
575 (paper-based)
232 (computer-based)
90 (Internet based). 
More information: www.toefl.org

ielts - international english language 
testing system 
Score: 
min. 6.5, no subtest lower than 5.5 
More information: www.ielts.org 
This test is obligatory for Chinese students for obtain-
ing the neso certificate: www.nesochina.org

 application procedure

To apply for the master programmes and the post 
graduate diploma courses, we recommend that you 
submit your application through the ihs on-line appli-
cation system at www.ihs.nl/login. Due to the high 
volume of applications, we strongly suggest to make 
use of the on-line application system. 

Although ihs still accepts paper-based applications, as 
an environmentally friendly organization, we encour-
age you to join us in our endeavour to be more environ-
mentally conscious. 

The admission procedure takes several weeks. On-line 
applications will be usually processed within 15 work-
ing days, whereas processing paper applications will 
take considerably longer. ihs will start the assess-
ment of your application only after the receipt of all 
the required documents. Please note that you might 
be requested to present the original documents upon 
your arrival at ihs.

If you have any questions regarding the application 
and admission procedure, please contact the ihs 
Admissions Office at admission@ihs.nl.
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course name

master programmes
master programme on urban management and  
development (umd)

double master degree programme:  
urban and regional planning in Indonesia (dd)

masters in financial management: specialization 
urban infrastructure finance (mfm: uif)

post graduate diploma courses
international course on housing and urban 
development (ichud)

urban management, development and theory (umdt)

local economic development: policies for small and 
medium scale enterprise development (led)

urban management tools for climate change (umtcc)

developing social housing projects (dshp)

preparing bankable public private partnership projects 
(pbppp)

land management and informal settlement 
regularization (lmisr)

green cities for eco-efficiency  
(eco)

distance learning course
e-learning course: Innovations in financing cities 
(elifc)

disclaimer
© ihs, Erasmus University Rotterdam. 
ihs has taken all reasonable care to ensure that the content pub-
lished in this prospectus is accurate as of July 2012. However, the 
Institute reserves the right to withdraw or change without notice, 
any of the programmes, affecting dates, tuition fees, or any other 
matter mentioned in this prospectus.

The number of students 
who can be admitted to the 
ihs master programmes 
is limited. Submitting an 
Early Bird application can 
significantly increase your 
chance of being accepted 
into the programme. 
Acceptance rates of students 
who make use of the Early 
Bird application are typically 
higher than those under 
regular admission.  
To meet Early Bird applica-
tion requirements, you need 
to submit the complete 
application package before  
1 February.
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dates

2 Oct 2013 – 26 Sept 2014

3 Sep 2013 – 25 Sep 2014

7 Jan 2013 – 20 Dec 2013

6 Jan 2014 – 19 Dec 2014

16 Jan - 12 Apr2013

2 Oct – 20 Dec 2013

3 – 26 Apr 2013

10– 28 Jun 2013

27 May - 14 June 2013

17 Jun – 5 Jul 2013

1 Jul – 26 Jul 2013

14 Oct – 1 Nov 2013

1 Oct – 29 Nov 2013

1 module:

duration

12 months

24 months

12 months

12 months

3 months

3 month

3 weeks

3 weeks

3 weeks

3 weeks

3 weeks

2 weeks

10 weeks / 
3 modules

application 
deadlines

ihs 1 Jul 2013
nfp 5 Feb 2013

ihs 1 July 2013
nfp 5 Feb 2013

ihs 5 Nov 2012
nfp 1 May 2012 
ihs 5 Nov 2013
nfp 7 May 2013 

ihs 16 Dec 2012
nfp 1 May 2012

ihs 7 Sep 2013
nfp 7 May 2013

ihs 3 Mar 2013
nfp 2 Oct 2012

ihs 10 May 2013
nfp 2 Oct 2012

ihs 27 Apr 2013
nfp 2 Oct 2012

ihs 17 May 2013
nfp 2 Oct 2012

ihs 1 June 2013
nfp 2 Oct 2012

ihs 14 Sep 2013
nfp 7 May 2013

ihs 2 Sep 2013
nfp 7 May 2013

tuition fee

€ 10,500

€ 24,500

€ 26,500

€ 26,500

€ 5,500

€ 5,250

€ 2,500

€ 2,500

€ 2,500

€ 2,500

€ 2,500

€ 1,250

€ 1,500

€ 550
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 financial support
ihs can introduce you to sponsors and potential 
donors who finance the international studies that we 
offer. Before applying for a fellowship that fits your 
credentials, you should obtain letters of endorsement 
from appropriate authorities. Letters of acceptance 
from ihs must often support applications. For the 
latter purpose ihs will grant provisional admission to 
qualified candidates. 
Procedures to get a fellowship take time. We advise 
you to approach donors and funding agencies at least 
six months in advance of the commencement of the 
course. 

Netherlands Fellowship Programme
www.nuffic.nl/nfp

StuNed
www.nesoindonesia.com/indonesian-students/
information-in-english/scholarships/stuned

ihs Partial Fellowship 
www.ihs.nl/ihspf

other websites on funding
Nuffic
www.nuffic.nl
www.grantfinder.nl
www.studyin.nl

World Bank
http://go.worldbank.org/DEYLG799V0

United Nations
www.un.org
www.undp.org
www.unep.org

If you require assistance or have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact us at: admission@ihs.nl

general costs
 

administration costs 

living costs 
(per month, incl. accommodation) 
 
insurance
(per month, current official fee) 
 
international travel 
costs depending on airline, distance, etc.

visa 
r  short term (<3 months)
 costs depending on country
r  long term (>3 months)
 plus resident permit

ihs accommodation rates as per October 2012 
(revised yearly)
rent
(per month)

guarantee / deposit
(refundable)

handling fee
(non-refundable)

€ 900

€ 870

€ 37

€ 60

€ 600

€ 450

€ 100

€ 60

r All costs subject to change
r Donors/fellowships may have extra budgets   
 or may cover the costs only partially. These are   
 agreements exclusively between the donor and the   
 participant.
r It is recommended that participants bring their   
 own laptop. Interest-free loans with which to buy a  
 laptop are offered for Masterprogram participants. 
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 Holland

International students favour the Dutch 

education system as it encourages open 

dialogues and interactive teamwork, 

which develops an open mind with an 

international orientation.

Holland has a  

worldwide reputation 

for its high quality 

standards especially 

higher education 

being the 9th best 

in the world, which 

is achieved through 

a national system 

of regulation and 

quality assurance.

The Netherlands is ranked 12th accor-

ding to the Index of Economic Freedom.

Holland is known for its social tolerance, 

a multicultural and open society. It is 

an attractive country to live in and the 

majority of Dutch people speak English.

ihs - studying & living 
in Holland



ih
s - co

u
r

se pr
o

spectu
s   34

Rotterdam, the cradle of   

urban development

Rotterdam is a 50 minutes train ride 

from Schiphol airport. It is the 2nd 

largest municipality in Holland, with 

a population of more than 600,000. 

During the Second World War 

Rotterdam was just about totally  

flattened consequently it was rebuild 

into a cosmopolitan innovative city with 

a young and international population, 

which has developed into Europe’s 

central node in international commerce 

and trade, logistics and supply chain 

management.

The city boasts of many cultural events 

and festivals including the Red Bull 

Air Race, Rotterdam International 

Film Festival, the Fortis Marathon 

Rotterdam, Northern Sea Jazz Festival, 

the Bavaria City Race and the Summer 

Carnival. The 3,600 restaurants, cafes 

and bars and live music venues are 

vibrant in the city. 

It has an excellent public transportation 

system including dedicated cycle routes 

throughout the city. Rotterdam is 

connected via rail to all major cities in 

Europe including Paris, Berlin, Brussels 

and London.

ihs participant    

accommodation

The ihs student hostel, Weenapad 

is situated in city centre close to 

Rotterdam Central Station, and within 

walking distance of shops, the market 

and downtown Rotterdam. Free inter-

net access is available.

ihs additional facilities

ihs has hotspots throughout the buil-

ding allowing participants to constant 

access to the internet. Computers, 

printers, photocopiers, and scanners are 

also available for participants as well as 

a social area and a bar.

ihs is located on the  

eur Woudestein campus.  

It attracts 25,000 

Dutch and 3,000 

international students 

each year. Students 

enjoy a green and safe 

campus environment 

with convenient 

facilities, located in a 

student-friendly area in 

Rotterdam. 

 ihs participant support & 

student events

Participants are well supported in prac-

tical and personal matters, such as hou-

sing, visas, insurance, finding grants, 

flights and tickets. The social activities, 

which are organized throughout the aca-

demic year, include excursions, sports, 

cultural evenings and social events.

ihs library

ihs maintains a specialized library on 

housing, urban management and deve-

lopment. It has around 90,000 records 

registered in an electronic catalogue. 

Course participants and researchers are 

encouraged to make use of a variety of 

books, periodicals, electronic journal 

articles, cd-roms and dvds. The library 

is situated at the heart of ihs and func-

tions as the knowledge interface for 

participants, visitors and ihs staff.

ihs - studying & living 
in Holland
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contact
ihs 
P.O. Box 1935
3000 bx Rotterdam
the Netherlands

visiting address
Burgemeester Oudlaan 50
T-building - 14th floor
Woudestein Campus
Erasmus University
3062 pa Rotterdam
the Netherlands
p 0031 10 408 9825
f 0031 10 408 9826
e ihs@ihs.nl
 admission@ihs.nl
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